I&]gj}gfgw — ENG 105 » Assignments > Reading Questions for House on Mango Str...

Spring 2019

Home
Syllabus

Pearson Revel

Discussions
Quizzes
Announcements

Grades

Reading Questions for House on
Mango Street -- Part 1 (opened
Feb. 11 / due Feb. 13)

Submit Assignment

Due Wednesday by 11:55pm Points 100
Submitting a file upload
Available Feb 11 at 12am - May 3 at 11:59pm 3 months

Students,

Give short, well thought-out answers in complete sentences
for the following questions on The House on Mango Street.

1. "The House on Mango Street"

In describing her house, or where she lives, what does
Esperanza convey about her self-identity? How is the
description of her house different from other information about
her and her family’s identity, such as a name, an occupation, or
a physical description?

2. "Hairs"
What binds the family together in The House on Mango Street?

3. "My Name"

What does Esperanza find shameful or burdensome about her
name? Why might Cisneros have chosen this name for her
protagonist?

4. "Cathy Queen of Cats"
Why is Cathy’s family about to move, and what does this mean
to Esperanza?

5. "Our Good Day"

At this stage of her life, what are Esperanza’s friendships based
on, and what do her friends mean to her? Does she fit in with
an older or younger crowd, and how does she feel about her
place in the social hierarchy?

6. "Laughter"
What common traits does Esperanza share with Nenny, and
how does she distinguish herself from Nenny?

7. "Gil's Furniture Bought & Sold"

What makes Esperanza want the music box, and why is she
ashamed of wanting it? How does her reaction to the box differ
from Nenny's reaction, and what does this difference tell the
reader about the difference between the two girls? As in
"Hairs" and "Laughter," how does Esperanza separate herself
from her family?

8. "Meme Ortiz"
How do the residents of Mango Street interact with one
another?

9. "Louie, His Cousin & His Other Cousin"

How do Esperanza’s vivid similes such as those in this story
(“the nose of that yellow Cadillac was all pleated like an
alligator’s” [p. 25]) or those in "Laughter" ("ice cream bells’
giggle" or laughter "like a pile of dishes breaking" [p. 17]) set the
tone throughout the novel? As Esperanza matures, does her
use of simile change?

10. "Marin"

Does Marin dream of sex, romance or love, or all three? What
are her goals? How does Esperanza position herself vis-a-vis
Marin, and what is her opinion of Marin? Can she identify with
Marin, and how might Marin be or not be a role model for
Esperanza?

11. "Those Who Don't"

How does Esperanza’s view of herself compare to her
perception of how others view her?

What is the picture of the neighborhood that Esperanza paints
for the reader? Does this picture change the reader’s
perception of the neighborhood from this point on in the book?

12. "There Was an Old Woman..."

Like "Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut & Papaya Juice on
Tuesdays," the title of this story is long and filled with detail.
What do these and other titles in the book convey about the
people and the life surrounding Esperanza? What kind of tone
do these longer titles set for the story? What do they suggest
about Esperanza’s character? How are children regarded in
Esperanza’s community?

13. "Alicia Who Sees Mice"

How has Esperanza’s relationships with Alicia changed since
"Cathy Queen of Cats"? How does Esperanza’s portrait of Alicia
compare to her portrait of Marin? What do these portraits
indicate about the differences between the two girls, and about
Esperanza herself?

14. "Darius & the Clouds"
How does Esperanza keep her dreams alive? Does she hold any
religious beliefs?

15. "And Some More"

What is the importance of names? How does Esperanza
portray names in this story in comparison to her own name in
"My Name"? How has her narrative voice changed from that
earlier story?



